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Maungaharuru-Tangitū Hapū Deed of Settlement signing 25 May 
2013 
 

Rau rangatira ma 

Tenei taku mihi atu ki a koutou 

Tena koutou, tena koutu, tena tatou katoa  

**************************************************** 

It is my pleasure to be here, at Tangoio marae, to sign the Deed of 
Settlement, on behalf of the Crown, with the Maungaharuru-Tangitū 
Hapū. 

I was told to bring my gumboots today, in case it was raining, [and I see 
others have done likewise/but I’m pleased to see the sun has decided to 
shine].  No matter the weather, I’m pleased to be here, on such an 
historic occasion.  

I want to acknowledge those celebrating with us today, including 
representatives of other iwi and Hapu, of the Hawke’s Bay Regional 
Council and the Hastings District Council, and my honourable 
colleagues the Hon Chris Tremain, Hon Craig Foss, Hon Dr Pita 
Sharples. Nga mihi ki a koutou. 

On this wonderful occasion, I want to congratulate the Hapū on the 
outcome of your ratification process.  Your voting participation rate of 
62% is the second highest rate achieved in any Treaty settlement 
ratification so far.  

Even better, 98% of those who participated supported the settlement 
negotiated over the last 18 months.  That’s a tremendous achievement 
and a testament to the hard work of the negotiation team and your wider 
whanau. 

I don’t have to tell you how long it’s taken to get to this day. Some of 
you, including Heitia Hiha, Bevan Taylor, and Fred Reti, have been 
involved for over 20 years, since you brought a raupatu claim to the 
Waitangi Tribunal.  I acknowledge the leadership and tenacity of Bevan 
and Fred who have led the claim since the beginning, through the 
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Waitangi Tribunal process, and the negotiations.  Neither have waivered 
in their drive to get this mahi done. 

 

I also want to acknowledge the hard work and dedication of Tania 
Hopmans. Tania’s personal and professional drive to see this work 
through, her tenacity and attention to detail, has been the backbone of 
the negotiations.  It is long, hard, and at times gruelling work, and I 
acknowledge her commitment.  I am sure Kahu and Hanna will be very 
happy to see their mum home more often, and one day they will fully 
appreciate what she has achieved. 

Today we also remember those who have passed on– including Rere 
Puna and Arona Rangitere Taurima– not having seen the fruits of their 
labours. 

 

It is significant to be standing here today on the small area of land left to 
the Hapū, after a confiscation and Crown purchasing caused the loss of 
most Hapū lands.  The confiscation came in the wake of the Crown’s 
unjust military attack on Omarunui in 1866, and the Crown has 
acknowledged significant Treaty breaches in your settlement.  

I know the Hapū fought against these breaches. The historical account 
shows that the Hapū sought to have their rights to land reinstated by all 
possible legal means available. 

You petitioned for the return of the Kaiwaka block for over 50 years and 
as a result some of your people bore legal costs that have taken 
decades to be repaid.  

The Crown has been slow to recognise your grievances, but this 
settlement provides for the return to the Hapū of unencumbered areas of 
land at Opouahi, and will vest in the Hapū the lakebeds of Opouahi, 
Tutira, Waikopiro and Orakai.  

The vesting of the Te Pohue Domain Recreation Reserve provides for 
the hall to stay on the site for the benefit of the surrounding community 
including the Hapū.  I want to thank the Hastings District Council and the 
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community of Te Pohue for beginning the process of welcoming the 
Hapū back to one of their ancestral areas.  

Thanks also to the Hawke’s Bay Regional Council for creating a 
partnership with the Hapū so that they could exercise more kaitiakitanga 
over the Tangoio and Tutira areas.  I know that redress at Tangoio has 
proved more complicated and difficult to achieve than we had imagined 
and I thank you for your patience. 

I am happy to see that the Hapū have negotiated strong and enduring 
relationship agreements with various Crown agencies in their settlement.  
The Kawenata with the Department of Conservation provides for some 
of your special areas to be prioritised, and is a blueprint for your future 
relationship on the ground. 

Your customary fisheries relationship agreement with Ngāti Kahungunu 
Iwi Incorporated and the Ministry for Primary Industries allows for the 
future inclusion of all the Kahungunu hapū and covers a large fisheries 
management area.  When this is fully completed it will be a great 
achievement for the iwi, hapū, and the Crown. 

Today we look to the future, as well as to the past: to envisage a day 
when the connection you have with the Maungaharuru Range – and with 
Tangitu, the sea – will be re-forged.  Your negotiators have worked hard 
to deliver redress at those places and at many points in between: at 
Opouahi, Tutira, Tangoio, Te Pohue and Whakaari. I am confident they 
have been successful. 

I wish to conclude now by reading the Crown’s acknowledgements and 
apology:  

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 

1. The Crown acknowledges that addressing the grievances of the 
Hapū is long overdue. 

2. The Crown acknowledges that when it purchased the Ahuriri block 
in 1851: 

• it failed to consult the Hapū in the first stage of the 
negotiations; 
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• the Crown sought to purchase this land for the lowest price 
Māori would accept, and was aware that the Hapū were 
discontented with their share of the purchase price; 

• Tangoio Māori did not receive the full, ongoing economic 
benefits from European settlement the Crown led them to 
expect if they agreed to sell for the price offered by the 
Crown; and 

• the Crown did not ensure that adequate reserves of land 
from the Ahuriri purchase were protected in Hapū 
ownership, and this was a breach of the Treaty of Waitangi 
and its principles. 

3. The Crown acknowledges that when it acquired the Mohaka block 
in 1851: 

• it paid a low price, and Ngāi Tahu did not receive the full, 
ongoing benefits from European settlement they were led to 
expect in accepting a low price; and 

• it breached the Treaty of Waitangi by failing to ensure that 
adequate reserves were set aside for Ngāi Tahu. 

4. The Crown acknowledges that in 1866, rather than continue 
negotiations to preserve the peace at Omarunui, it issued an 
unreasonable ultimatum demanding the surrender of all those 
inside the pā.  This led to a Crown military attack which 
endangered the lives of all men, women and children inside the pā.  
The Crown’s forces killed more than twenty people defending 
themselves at Omarunui and Petane.   

The Crown acknowledges that these attacks were an injustice and 
breached the Treaty of Waitangi and its principles.  

5. The Crown acknowledges that the detention without trial in harsh 
conditions on the Chatham Islands for nearly two years of at least 
thirteen members of the Hapū after they were interrogated at 
Omarunui was an injustice and a breach of the Treaty of Waitangi 
and its principles. 
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6. The Crown acknowledges that the summary executions by Crown 
forces at Ngatapa in January 1869 breached the Treaty of Waitangi 
and its principles and tarnished the honour of the Crown. 

7. The Crown acknowledges that: 

• in 1867 it proclaimed a confiscation district which included 
most of the takiwā of the Hapū; 

• subsequently, all the customary interests of the Hapū in 
their land in this district were extinguished and the Crown 
retained the Tangoio North block of more than 9,000 acres 
and these actions breached the Treaty of Waitangi and its 
principles. 

8. The Crown further acknowledges that most of the land in the 
confiscation district which it agreed to return to Maori ownership in 
1870 remained in Crown title for more than forty years, until Crown 
grants were issued to the Maori owners who had been occupying 
it. 

9. The Crown acknowledges that it never provided for any 
independent investigation of the customary interests of the Hapū in 
the blocks it agreed to return to Māori ownership in 1870 and that: 

• in 1870 it used more than 30,000 acres at Kaiwaka to 
reward a Crown ally; and 

• the Crown excluded Hapū members from the ownership of 
Kaiwaka and this was a breach of the Treaty of Waitangi 
and its principles. 

10. The Crown further acknowledges that it made the prejudice arising 
from this breach worse by declining repeated requests from the 
Hapū to allow an investigation into their rights in Kaiwaka.  The 
Hapū bore crippling legal expenses as a result of trying to establish 
their legal rights to Kaiwaka. 

11. The Crown acknowledges that: 
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• it did not consult the Hapū before introducing native land 
laws in the nineteenth century which provided for the 
individualisation of Māori land holdings that had previously 
been held in tribal tenure; 

• in 1866 the Native Land Court awarded ownership of the 
Moeangiangi reserve and the Petane and Te Pahou blocks 
to fewer than ten individuals, and by 1873 individual owners 
had sold all the Hapū land in these blocks; and 

• by allowing these individuals to sell Hapū land in the 
Moeangiangi reserve, and the Petane and Te Pahou 
blocks, the native land legislation did not reflect the Crown’s 
obligation to actively protect the interests of the Hapū in 
these blocks, and this was a breach of the Treaty of 
Waitangi and its principles. 

12. The Crown acknowledges that the compulsory vesting of Tangoio 
South in the Ikaroa District Māori Land Board in 1907 breached the 
Treaty of Waitangi and its principles. 

13. The Crown acknowledges that between 1911 and 1930 it 
purchased nearly all of the land returned to Hapū individuals in 
1870.  The Crown further acknowledges that: 

• it made a sham of a provision in the native land laws for 
Māori to make land alienation decisions collectively by 
purchasing substantial quantities of land from individual 
owners after the owners had collectively decided at hui not 
to sell their land; 

• the Crown misused its monopoly powers by preventing 
some land owners of the Hapū from completing 
negotiations with private parties to lease their land so the 
Crown could purchase it; 

• it further misused its monopoly powers by imposing them 
for long periods on some owners who had shown no 
inclination to sell to the Crown and were left with little 
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choice but to sell to the Crown if they wished to derive 
economic benefits from their land; 

• the Crown exploited the willingness of some owners to sell, 
to acquire so much land that those who did not wish to sell 
were left with too little land to maintain a viable presence in 
the region; and 

• the Crown’s actions were unfair, oppressive, and did not 
live up to the standards of good faith and fair dealing which 
are expressed in the Treaty of Waitangi and its principles. 

14. The Crown acknowledges that its failure to protect the Hapū from 
being left with insufficient land for their present and future needs by 
the 1930s: 

• had a devastating impact on their economic, social and 
cultural wellbeing and their development and was a breach 
of the Treaty of Waitangi and its principles; and 

• contributed to significant population losses suffered by the 
Hapū before 1930, and that for too long Hapū members 
have endured poverty, poor health, poor housing and low 
educational standards.  

15. The Crown acknowledges that extensive deforestation and pastoral 
farming in the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries has 
contributed to significant environmental change in the Hapū takiwā 
with increased erosion and flooding.   

16. The Crown further acknowledges: 

• the poor health of Lake Tutira; 

• the pollution of the coastline; 

• the degradation and loss of many mahinga kai of the Hapū; 

• the severe impact of flooding on the community and marae 
at Tangoio.  
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APOLOGY 

17. The Crown makes this apology to the Hapū, their ancestors and 
their descendants. 

18. The Crown is deeply sorry that it has not always lived up to its 
Treaty of Waitangi obligations and that it has breached the Treaty 
of Waitangi, and its principles, in its dealings with the Hapū.   

The Crown recognises the tireless efforts and struggles of the 
ancestors of the Hapū in the pursuit of their longstanding claims for 
justice and redress from the Crown.  

19. The Crown is deeply remorseful for its unjust attacks on Omarunui 
and Petane in 1866, the deaths that were caused and the 
subsequent imprisonment of some of your people.  The Crown 
sincerely apologises for the immense prejudice it inflicted on the 
Hapū by the proclamation of a confiscation district, the loss of 
Tangoio North, and the exclusion of the Hapū from the ownership 
of Kaiwaka.  

20. The Crown profoundly regrets compounding this prejudice by 
purchasing most of the remaining land of the Hapū before 1930 in 
ways that were unfair and oppressive. The Crown is very sorry it 
left the Hapū virtually landless, and for the harm this caused to 
your tribal structures and ability to exercise customary rights and 
responsibilities.  The Crown apologises for its failure to respect the 
rangatiratanga of the Hapū and for Crown acts and omissions 
which have impacted on your lands, fisheries and other taonga, 
and your capacity for social and economic development. 

21. The Crown acknowledges that many family lines have died out and 
cannot be brought back.  It profoundly regrets the poverty and poor 
health which have long afflicted your people.  It deeply regrets its 
acts and omissions which have affected your capacity for social 
and economic development and your physical, cultural and spiritual 
wellbeing. 
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22. Through this settlement the Crown is seeking to atone for its past 
wrongs towards the Hapū, to restore its tarnished honour, and to 
begin the process of healing.  The Crown hopes that this apology 
will mark the beginning of a new relationship between the Crown 
and the Hapū based on respect for the Treaty of Waitangi and its 
principles. 

This is a momentous occasion for the Maungaharuru-Tangitu Hapū and 
for all those who have supported you on this journey.  It’s also an historic 
moment that we can all be proud of.  

The settlement marks the start of a new relationship between the Hapū 
and the Crown.  A relationship that I am confident will endure.  I wish 
you all the best for the future. 

 


